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UN General 
Assembly 
• The General Assembly is the main deliberative, 

policymaking and representative organ of the UN. All 
193 Member States of the UN are represented in the 
General Assembly, making it the only UN body with 
universal representation.  

• Each year, in September, the full UN membership 
meets in the General Assembly Hall in New York for 
the annual General Assembly session, and general 
debate, 

• Decisions on important questions, such as those on 
peace and security, admission of new members and 
budgetary matters, require a two-thirds majority of the 
General Assembly. Decisions on other questions are 
by simple majority.  

• The General Assembly, each year, elects a GA 
President to serve a one-year term of office.
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Powers and Functions of 
UN General Assembly 
• Consider and approve the United Nations budget and establish the 

financial assessments of Member States; 

• Elect the non-permanent members of the Security Council and the 
members of other United Nations councils and organs and, on the 
recommendation of the Security Council, appoint the Secretary-General; 

• Consider and make recommendations on the general principles of 
cooperation for maintaining international peace and security, including 
disarmament; 

• Discuss any question relating to international peace and security and, 
except where a dispute or situation is currently being discussed by the 
Security Council, make recommendations on it; 

• Discuss, with the same exception, and make recommendations on any 
questions within the scope of the Charter or affecting the powers and 
functions of any organ of the United Nations; 

• Initiate studies and make recommendations to promote international 
political cooperation, the development and codification of international 
law, the realisation of human rights and fundamental freedoms, and 
international collaboration in the economic, social, humanitarian, cultural, 
educational and health fields; 

• Make recommendations for the peaceful settlement of any situation that 
might impair friendly relations among countries; 

• Consider reports from the Security Council and other United Nations 
organs.
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Subsidiary Organs of the 
General Assembly 

UN General Assembly

Boards

Commissions

Committees

Councils and 
Panels

Working Groups 
and Others
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Subsidiary Organs of the General Assembly 
Boards under UNGA

Board of Auditors

Trade and Development Board

Joint Pension Fund Board

Advisory board on Disarmament

Executive Board on UN Children’s Fund

Executive Board on Children’s Fund and UN 
Population Fund

Executive Programme of the World Food 
Programme

Councils under UNGA

UN Environment Assembly of the UNEP

Human Rights Council

Governing Council of the UN Human 
Settlement Programme - UN Habitat

Council of the UN University

Commissions under 
UNGA

Disarmament Commission

International Civil Services Commission

International Law Commission

UN Commission on International Trade Law 
(UNCITRAL)

UN Conciliation Commission for Palestine

UN Peace-building Commission

Advisory Commission on the UN Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the 

Near East

Panels under UNGA

Panel of External Auditors of the UN, the 
Specialised agencies and the IAEAMain 

Committees 
Under UNGA

Disarmament and International Security

Economic and Financial

Social, Humanitarian and Cultural

Special Political and Decolonisation

Administrative and Budgetary

Legal
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UN Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) 
• UNICEF promotes the rights and wellbeing of every child, in 

everything we do. Together with our partners, we work in 190 
countries and territories to translate that commitment into practical 
action, focusing special effort on reaching the most vulnerable and 
excluded children, to the benefit of all children, everywhere. 

• In all of its work, UNICEF takes a life-cycle based approach, 
recognising the particular importance of early childhood development 
and adolescence. UNICEF programmes focus on the most 
disadvantaged children, including those living in fragile contexts, 
those with disabilities, those who are affected by rapid urbanisation 
and those affected by environmental degradation. 

• UNICEF was created with a distinct purpose in mind: to work with 
others to overcome the obstacles that poverty, violence, disease and 
discrimination place in a child’s path. We advocate for measures to 
give children the best start in life, because proper care at the 
youngest age forms the strongest foundation for a person’s future. 

• UNICEF upholds the Convention on the Rights of the Child.  We 
work to assure equality for those who are discriminated against, girls 
and women in particular. 
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UNICEF Working Areas

Child Survival Growth 
and Development

Reproductive and Child Health

Maternal Health

Neonatal Health

Immunisation

Polio

Child Development & Nutrition

Women nutrition

Maternal Health

Maternal Health

Child Development & Nutrition

Eliminate Open 
Defecation

Child Protection 
Systems

Protective and 
Learning Environment

Quality Education

Child Protection

WASH in schools

RTE and CFSS

Teacher Education

Gender & Inclusion

Early Childhood 
Education

Child Labour

Gender Segregated 
toilets

Hand-washing with 
soaps before meal

Clean India-Clean 
Schools

Reducing 
Neonatal 
Deaths

Disaster 
Risk 

Reduction

RTE and CFSS

Teacher Education

Adolescent Health

Adolescent Nutrition

Protecting 
Adolescents

Empowering 
Adolescents

Adolescent Health & 
Nutrition

Adolescent 
Empowerment

Evidence 
Based Policy 
Influencing & 

Advocacy

Data and Evidence for 
Policy and Equity 

Focused 
Programming

Strengthening 
Evaluation Capacity 

and Knowledge 
Management

Planning and 
Monitoring of Child 
Rights and Equity 

through Decentralised 
Governance

Promotion of Social 
Inclusion and Social 

Protection
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UN Security Council 
• The Security Council has primary responsibility, under the UN Charter, for 

the maintenance of international peace and security. 

• It has 15 Members (5 permanent and 10 non-permanent members). Each 
Member has one vote. 

•  Under the Charter, all Member States are obligated to comply with 
Council decisions. 

• The Security Council takes the lead in determining the existence of a 
threat to the peace or act of aggression. It calls upon the parties to a 
dispute to settle it by peaceful means and recommends methods of 
adjustment or terms of settlement. In some cases, the Security Council 
can resort to imposing sanctions or even authorise the use of force to 
maintain or restore international peace and security.   

• The Security Council has a Presidency, which rotates, and changes, 
every month. 
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UN Security Council 
Subsidiary Bodies 
• Article 29 of the United Nations Charter sets out that the Security Council 

may establish subsidiary bodies as needed for the performance of its 
functions. This is also reflected in Rule 28 of the Council’s Provisional 
Rules of Procedure. 

• All existing committees and working groups are comprised of the fifteen 
members of the Council. While standing committees are chaired by the 
President of the Council, rotating on a monthly basis, other committees 
and working groups are chaired or co-chaired by designated members of 
the Council who are announced on an annual basis by a Note of the 
President of the Security Council. 

• The mandate of subsidiary organs, whether they are committees or 
working groups, can range from procedural matters (e.g. documentation 
and procedures, meetings away from headquarters) to substantive issues 
(e.g. sanctions regimes, counter-terrorism, peacekeeping operations). 

• The International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) and 
the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) are subsidiary 
organs of the Security Council within the terms of article 29 of the 
Charter.  

PURSUIT IAS

PURSUIT IAS 
www.pursuitias.org

http://www.pursuitias.org
http://www.pursuitias.org


UN Security Council Committees: 
• Counter-Terrorism Committees: 

• Guided by Security Council resolutions 1373 (2001) and 1624 (2005), the CTC works to bolster the ability of United Nations Member States to prevent 
terrorist acts both within their borders and across regions. It was established in the wake of the 11 September terrorist attacks in the United States. 

• The CTC is assisted by the Counter-Terrorism Committee Executive Directorate (CTED), which carries out the policy decisions of the Committee, conducts 
expert assessments of each Member State, and facilitates counter-terrorism technical assistance to countries. 

• Non-Proliferation Committees: 

• On 28 April 2004, the United Nations Security Council unanimously adopted resolution 1540 (2004) under Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter which 
affirms that the proliferation of nuclear, chemical and biological weapons and their means of delivery constitutes a threat to international peace and security. 
The resolution obliges States, inter alia, to refrain from supporting by any means non-State actors from developing, acquiring, manufacturing, possessing, 
transporting, transferring or using nuclear, chemical or biological weapons and their means of delivery. 

• Resolution 1540 (2004) imposes binding obligations on all States to adopt legislation to prevent the proliferation of nuclear, chemical and biological 
weapons, and their means of delivery, and establish appropriate domestic controls over related materials to prevent their illicit trafficking. It also encourages 
enhanced international cooperation in this regard. The resolution affirms support for the multilateral treaties whose aim is to eliminate or prevent the 
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and the importance for all States to implement them fully; it reiterates that none of the obligations in resolution 
1540 (2004) shall conflict with or alter the rights and obligations of States Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, the Chemical 
Weapons Convention, or the Biological Weapons Convention or alter the responsibilities of the IAEA and OPCW. 

• Military Staff Committee 

• The Military Staff Committee helps plan UN military measures and regulate armaments. 

• Sanctions Committee: 

• The range of sanctions has included comprehensive economic and trade sanctions and/or more targeted measures such as arms embargoes, travel bans, 
financial or diplomatic restrictions. 
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Peacekeeping Operations, Political Missions & 
Advisory Bodies 

• Peacekeeping Missions 

• A peacekeeping operation consists of military, police and civilian personnel, who work to deliver security, political and early peace building 
support. Peacekeeping is flexible and over the past two decades has been deployed in many configurations.  

• Today's multidimensional peacekeeping operations are called upon not only to maintain peace and security, but also to facilitate the 
political process, protect civilians, assist in the disarmament, demobilisation and reintegration of former combatants; support the 
organisation of elections, protect and promote human rights and assist in restoring the rule of law. 

• Political Missions: 

• Political missions are part of a continuum of UN peace operations working in different stages of the conflict cycle.  

• In some instances, following the signing of peace agreements, political missions overseen by the Department of Political Affairs during 
the stage of peace negotiations have been replaced by peacekeeping missions. In other instances, UN peacekeeping operations have 
given way to special political missions overseeing longer term peace-building activities. 

• Advisory Body - Peacebuilding Commission: 

• The Peacebuilding Commission (PBC) is an intergovernmental advisory body that supports peace efforts in countries emerging from 
conflict, and is a key addition to the capacity of the International Community in the broad peace agenda. 

• The Peacebuilding Commission plays a unique role in: 

• 	 bringing together all of the relevant actors, including international donors, the international financial institutions, national 
governments, troop contributing countries; 

• Marshalling resources and 

• Advising on and proposing integrated strategies for post-conflict peacebuilding and recovery and where appropriate, highlighting 
any gaps that threaten to undermine peace. 
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International Courts and Tribunals 
• In the Declaration of the High-level Meeting on the Rule of Law, Member States reaffirmed their duty to settle international disputes by 

peaceful means, inter alia through negotiation, enquiry, good offices, mediation, conciliation, arbitration and judicial settlement, or other 
peaceful means of their own choice 

• Judicial dispute settlement mechanisms include inter alia the International Court of Justice (ICJ) and the International Tribunal for the Law 
of the Sea (ITLOS).  

• International Court of Justice 

• Established in June 1945 by the Charter of the United Nations, the ICJ is the principal judicial organ of the United Nations.   

• The Court’s role is to settle, in accordance with international law, legal disputes submitted to it by States and to give advisory opinions 
on legal questions referred to it by authorised United Nations organs and specialised agencies.  

• Of the six principal organs of the United Nations, it is the only one not located in New York (United States of America). 

• The Court is composed of 15 judges, who are elected for terms of office of nine years by the United Nations General Assembly and the 
Security Council. It is assisted by a Registry, its administrative organ. Its official languages are English and French. 

• International Tribunal for the Law of the Seas (ITLOS) 

• The ITLOS is an independent judicial body established by the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) to 
adjudicate disputes arising out of the interpretation and application of the Convention between States Parties. There are 167 States 
Parties to the Convention.Sanctions Committee: 
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International Court of 
Justice- Jurisdiction 
• ICJ jurisdiction is of two types - Contentious Jurisdiction and Advisory 

Jurisdiction. 

• Contentious Jurisdiction:  

• In the exercise of its jurisdiction in contentious cases, the 
International Court of Justice settles disputes of a legal nature 
that are submitted to it by States in accordance with 
international law. An international legal dispute can be defined 
as a disagreement on a question of law or fact, a conflict, or a 
clash of legal views or interests. 

• Only States may apply to and appear before the International 
Court of Justice. International organisations, other authorities 
and private individuals are not entitled to institute proceedings 
before the Court. 

• Advisory Jurisdiction: 

• This procedure is available to five United Nations organs, 
fifteen specialised agencies and one related organisation. 

• Despite having no binding force, the Court’s advisory opinions 
nevertheless carry great legal weight and moral authority. 
They are often an instrument of preventive diplomacy and 
help to keep the peace. In their own way, advisory opinions 
also contribute to the clarification and development of 
international law and thereby to the strengthening of peaceful 
relations between States.
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International Tribunal for 
the Law of the Seas 
• The Tribunal is composed of 21 independent members, elected from 

among persons enjoying the highest reputation for fairness and integrity 
and of recognised competence in the field of the law of the sea. 

• The Tribunal is open to States Parties to the Convention (i.e. States 
and international organisations which are parties to the Convention). 
It is also open to entities other than States Parties, i.e., States or 
intergovernmental organisations which are not parties to the 
Convention, and to state enterprises and private entities “ 

• It also provides for the protection and preservation of the marine 
environment, for marine scientific research and for the development 
and transfer of marine technology. One of the most important parts 
of the Convention concerns the exploration for and exploitation of 
the resources of the seabed and ocean floor and subsoil thereof, 
beyond the limits of national jurisdiction (the Area). The Convention 
declares the Area and its resources to be "the common heritage of 
mankind". The International Seabed Authority, established by the 
Convention, administers the resources of the Area. 
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Economic and Social 
Council 

• The Economic and Social Council is the principal body 
for coordination, policy review, policy dialogue and 
recommendations on economic, social and 
environmental issues, as well as implementation of 
internationally agreed development goals. It is also 
responsible for the follow-up to major UN conferences 
and summits. 

• It has 54 Members, elected by the General Assembly 
for overlapping three-year terms.  

• It is the United Nations’ central platform for reflection, 
debate, and innovative thinking on sustainable 
development. 

• Each year, ECOSOC structures its work around an 
annual theme of global importance to sustainable 
development. This ensures focused attention, among 
ECOSOC’s array of partners, and throughout the UN 
development system. 
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Subsidiary Bodies of the 
ECOSOC

ECOSOC

Functional 
Commissioners

Regional 
Commissioners

Standing 
Committees

Expert Bodies

Other Bodies
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Subsidiary Bodies of the General Assembly 
Standing Committees

Committee for Programme and Coordination

Committee on NGO

Committee on negotiation with 
Intergovernmental agencies

Regional 
Commissioners

Economic Commission for Africa (ECA)

Economic and Social Commission for Asia 
and Pacific (ESCAP)

Economic Commission for Europe (ECE)

Economic Commission for Latin America and 
the Caribbean (ECLAC)

Economic and Social Commission for 
Western Asia (ESCWA)

Functional 
Commissioners

Statistical Commission

Commission on Population and 
Development

Commission for Social Development

Commission on Status of Women

Commission on Narcotics Drugs

Commission on Crime Prevention and 
Criminal Justice

Commission on Science and Technology for 
Development

UN Forum on Forests

Members serving in personal capacity

Expert Bodies

Committee of Experts on the Transport of 
Dangerous Goods and on the Globally 

Harmonised System of Classification and 
Labelling of Chemicals

Intergovernmental Working Group of Experts 
on International Standards of Accounting 

and Reporting

United Nations Group of Experts on 
Geographical Names

UN Committee of Experts on Global 
Geospatial Information Management (GGIM)

Committee for Development Policy

Committee of Experts on Public 
Administration

Committee of Experts on International 
Cooperation in Tax Matters

Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights

Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues

Composed of Govt. Experts
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Functional Commissions of ECOSOC 
• UN Statistical Commission 

• The United Nations Statistical Commission, established in 1947, is the highest body of the global statistical system. It brings together the 
Chief Statisticians from member states from around the world. It is the highest decision making body for international statistical activities 
especially the setting of statistical standards, the development of concepts and methods and their implementation at the national and 
international level. 

• The Commission consists of 24 member countries of the United Nations elected by the United Nations Economic and Social Council on 
the basis of an equitable geographical distribution according to the following pattern 

• Five members from African States 

• Four members from Asian States; 

• Four members from Eastern European States; 

• Four members from Latin American and Caribbean States; 

• Seven members from Western European and other States. 

• The term of office of members is four years. 

• Commission on Population and Development 

• Over the years, the Division has played an active role in the intergovernmental dialogue on population and development, producing 
constantly updated demographic estimates and projections for all countries, including data essential for the monitoring of the progress 
in achieving the Millennium Development Goals, developing and disseminating new methodologies, leading the substantive preparations 
for the United Nations major conferences on population and development as well as the annual sessions of the Commission on 
Population and Development. 
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Functional Commissions of ECOSOC 
• Commission for Social Development (CSocD) 

• Since the World Summit for Social Development in Copenhagen in 1995, the Commission for Social Development (CSocD) has been the 
key United Nations body in charge of the follow up and implementation of the Copenhagen Declaration and Programme of Action. 

• Copenhagen Summit (World Summit for Social Development 1995):  

• At the World Summit for Social Development (WSSD), held in March 1995 in Copenhagen, Governments reached a new consensus 
on the need to put people at the centre of development. The Social Summit was the largest gathering ever of world leaders at that 
time. Five years on, they reconvened in Geneva in June 2000, to review what has been achieved, and to commit themselves to new 
initiatives. They made 10 commitments namely, 

• Eradicate absolute poverty by a target date to be set by each country; 

• Support full employment as a basic policy goal; 

• Promote social integration based on the enhancement and protection of all human rights; 

• Achieve equality and equity between women and men; 

• Accelerate the development of Africa and the least developed countries; 

• Ensure that structural adjustment programmes include social development goals; 

• Increase resources allocated to social development; 

• Create "an economic, political, social, cultural and legal environment that will enable people to achieve social development''; 

• Attain universal and equitable access to education and primary health care; and 

• Strengthen cooperation for social development through the UN
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Functional Commissions of ECOSOC 
• Commission on the Status of Women 

• The Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) is the principal global intergovernmental body exclusively dedicated to the promotion of 
gender equality and the empowerment of women. 

• The CSW is instrumental in promoting women’s rights, documenting the reality of women’s lives throughout the world, and shaping global 
standards on gender equality and the empowerment of women. 

• In 1996, ECOSOC in resolution 1996/6 expanded the Commission’s mandate and decided that it should take a leading role in monitoring 
and reviewing progress and problems in the implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, and in mainstreaming 
a gender perspective in UN activities. Following the adoption of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in 2015, the Commission 
now also contributes to the follow-up to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development so as to accelerate the realization of gender 
equality and the empowerment of women 

• Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action: 

• The Platform for Action sets out a number of actions that should lead to fundamental changes by the year 2000 – the Five Year 
Review of the Beijing Conference at a Special Session of the UN General Assembly (Beijing +5). 

• Implementing the Beijing Platform for Action is mainly a responsibility of governments, but also of institutions in the public, private 
and non-governmental sectors at the community, national, subregional, regional and international levels. The Platform acknowledges 
that significant progress will depend on building strategic partnerships and involving all stakeholders in the efforts towards change. 

• The Platform for Action will enhance the social, economic and political empowerment of women, improve their health and their 
access to relevant education and promote their Reproductive rights .  

• The action plan sets time-specific targets, committing nations to carry out concrete actions in such areas as health, education, 
decision-making and legal reforms with the ultimate goal of eliminating all forms of discrimination against women in both public and 
private life.
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Functional Commissions of ECOSOC 
• Commission on Narcotics Drugs(CND) 

• The Commission on Narcotic Drugs (CND) was established by Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) resolution 9(I) in 1946, to assist 
the ECOSOC in supervising the application of the international drug control treaties. In 1991, the General Assembly (GA) expanded the 
mandate of the CND to enable it to function as the governing body of the UNODC. 

• The CND meets annually when it considers and adopts a range of decisions and resolutions. Inter-sessional meetings of the CND are 
regularly convened to provide policy guidance to UNODC. Towards the end of each year, the CND meets at a reconvened session to 
consider budgetary and administrative matters as the governing body of the United Nations drug programme. 

• Subsidiary bodies of the CND are the Sub-commission on  

• Illicit Drug Traffic and Related Matters in the Near and Middle East and  

• The meetings of the Heads of National Drug Law Enforcement Agencies (HONLEAs) for Africa, Asia and the Pacific, Latin America 
and the Caribbean, and Europe respectively. 

• Two years ago, the General Assembly unanimously adopted the outcome document of its 2016 special session on the world drug 
problem.  

• Prepared by the Commission on Narcotic Drugs, the UNGASS 2016 outcome document contains over 100 operational 
recommendations in seven thematic chapters, focused on  

• Demand and supply reduction;  

• The availability of controlled substances for medical and scientific purposes;  

• Human rights;  

• Challenges and new trends;  

• International cooperation and development.
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Functional Commissions of ECOSOC 
• Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice 

• The Commission acts as the principal policymaking body of the United Nations in the field of crime prevention and criminal justice. 

• ECOSOC provided for the CCPCJ's mandates and priorities in resolution 1992/22, which include improving international action to 
combat national and transnational crime and the efficiency and fairness of criminal justice administration systems. 

• The CCPCJ also offers Member States a forum for exchanging expertise, experience and information in order to develop national and 
international strategies, and to identify priorities for combating crime. 

• The CCPCJ coordinates with other United Nations bodies that have specific mandates in the areas of crime prevention and criminal 
justice, and is the preparatory body to the United Nations Crime Congresses. Declarations adopted by the congresses are transmitted 
through the CCPCJ and the ECOSOC to the GA for endorsement. 

• UN Commission on Science and Technology for Development (CSTD) 

• The Commission provides the General Assembly and ECOSOC with high-level advice on relevant science and technology issues. 
UNCTAD is responsible for the substantive servicing of the Commission. 

• UN Forum on Forests (UNFF) 

• It is a subsidiary body with the main objective to promote the management, conservation and sustainable development of all types of 
forests and to strengthen long-term political commitment to this end. 

• The Forum has universal membership, and is composed of all Member States of the United Nations and specialised agencies. 
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Trusteeship Council 
• The Trusteeship Council was established in 1945 by the UN Charter, 

under Chapter XIII, to provide international supervision for 11 Trust 
Territories that had been placed under the administration of seven 
Member States, and ensure that adequate steps were taken to 
prepare the Territories for self-government and independence. By 
1994, all Trust Territories had attained self-government or 
independence. 

• The Trusteeship Council suspended operation on 1 November 1994. 
By a resolution adopted on 25 May 1994, the Council amended its 
rules of procedure to drop the obligation to meet annually and 
agreed to meet as occasion required -- by its decision or the 
decision of its President, or at the request of a majority of its 
members or the General Assembly or the Security Council. 
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Secretariat:  
• The Secretariat, one of the main 

organs of the UN, is organised along 
departmental lines, with each 
department or office having a distinct 
area of action and responsibility. 
Offices and departments coordinate 
with each other to ensure cohesion as 
they carry out the day to day work of 
the Organisation in offices and duty 
stations around the world.  At the 
head of the United Nations Secretariat 
is the Secretary-General. 

• The Secretariat comprises the 
Secretary-General and tens of 
thousands of international UN staff 
members who carry out the day-to-
day work of the UN as mandated by 
the General Assembly and the 
Organisation's other principal organs.   

• The Secretary-General is chief 
administrative officer of the 
Organisation, appointed by the 
General Assembly on the 
recommendation of the Security 

Council for a five-year, renewable 
term. 

• UN staff members are recruited 
internationally and locally, and work in 
duty stations and on peacekeeping 
missions all around the world. 

• The Secretary-General is appointed 
by the General Assembly, on the 
recommendation of the Security 
Council. The Secretary-General's 

selection is therefore subject to the 
veto of any of the five permanent 
members of the Security Council. 

• Although there is technically no limit to 
number of five-year terms a 
Secretary-General may serve, none so 
far has held office for more than two 
terms. 
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